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The SoilCare Study Sites 
 

Soil-improving cropping systems will be trialled in 
16 Study Sites across Europe with different pedo-
climatic zones and socio-economic conditions. 
 

 
Why SoilCare? 

 

European production levels in some cropping systems are 
maintained by increased inputs and technology, which 

masks losses in productivity due to reduced soil quality.  
Such increased use of agricultural inputs may reduce 
profitability due to their costs, while also negatively 

affecting the environment.   Soil improvement is 
necessary to break the negative spiral of degradation, 
increased inputs, increased costs and damage to the 

environment.  

TESTING AND PROMOTING ADOPTION OF SOIL-
IMPROVING CROPPING SYSTEMS ACROSS 

EUROPE 

What is SoilCare? 
 
SoilCare aims to assess the potential of soil-improving cropping 
systems and to identify and test site-specific soil-improving 
cropping systems that have positive impacts on the profitability and 
sustainability in Europe. 
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Analysis of CS, based on 
LIT, LTE 

 
•Applicability, Profitability 
•Benefits, Drawbacks 
•Soil improvement potential 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upscaling and synthesis 
 
 

•Which CS where? 
•Profitability/sustainability 
•Adoption at EU scale 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Multi-stakeholder 
platforms, participatory 

selection of CS and 
adoption 

 
 

Implementation, 
monitoring and 

assessment of CS 
 

•Environmental 
•Socio-economic 
•Overall  

 

 
Methodology to monitor 

and assess soil-
improving CS in Study 

Sites 
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Key objectives 
 
• To review which cropping 

systems can be considered soil-
improving, their benefits and 
drawbacks and current and 
potential impact on soil quality 
and the environment. 
 

• To trial soil-improving cropping 
systems in 16 study sites and 
assess their benefits and 
limitations and profitability and 
sustainability. 
 

• To identify barriers to adoption 
and appropriate incentives to 
encourage adoption. 
 

• Upsale results to a European 
level and develop an interactive 
tool for selection of soil-
improving cropping systems 
across Europe. 
 

• To analyse the effect of 
agricultural and environmental 
policies on adoption. 

SoilCare defines soil-improving cropping systems (SICS) 
as cropping systems that result in a durable increased 
ability of the soil to fulfil its functions, including food 
and biomass production, buffering and filtering capacity, 
and other ecosystem services.  SICS are a combination 
of crops/crop rotations and agronomic management 
techniques, including tillage management, nutrient 
management, irrigation & drainage management, pest 
management, machine & traffic management (seeding, 
harvesting), manure use, and liming. 

Crop rotations Incorporating straw 

      Project Partners       
      The SoilCare project consortium consists of 29 partners from 18 European countries 

What will SoilCare deliver? 
 • Identification of scientifically proven soil-improving cropping systems, 

techniques and machinery across Study Sites. 
 • Insights into how barriers to adopt these techniques can be minimized 
and overcome. 
 • Assessment of the opportunities for and the effects of upscaling 
widespread adoption at the European level. 
 • An interactive map tool showing which soil-improving techniques 
would be most suitable where. 

Cover crops  
(Photo: Alfred Grand) 

     Reduced tillage  
(Photo: Natural England, Peter Roworth) 

mailto:rudi.hessel@wur.nl

	Slide Number 1

